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Document Analysis Worksheet

Working with Primary Sources


Thinking Questions

Directions: Use this general set of thinking questions to ground initial analysis.

1. From whose viewpoint are we seeing or reading or hearing? From what angle or perspective?

2. How do we know when we know? What’s the evidence, and how reliable is it?

3. How are things, events or people connected to each other? What is the cause and what is the effect? How do they fit?

4. So what? What does it matter? What does it all mean?

-Habits of Mind, adapted from Deborah Meier


Item Analysis

Directions: Write down answers for use with an individual item or items. 

1.  When and where were these items created? How do you know?

2. For what audience or purpose do you think these items were created? Is there a bias?

3. What evidence in the items helps you know why they were created?

4. List three pieces of information you’ve learned from the items that you think are important.

5. What are the unique physical characteristics of the item (e.g.  Handwritten, typed, stamped, seals, notations, letterhead, material, etc)

Synthesis of item

1. My item,_________________________________________________________________

can tell me about __________________________________________________________

during __________________________________________________________________.

2. Now describe the item and how it does this.
*Adapted from National Archives and Records Administration worksheet. 2/2008.  L. Hendrickson. 
(revised 10/2010 R. Bean) http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
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