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*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
by Donna Barbour-Talley 
 
When Wendy Larson contacted me last spring to inquire if I would consider running for office in 
HSLM, I have to admit my first reaction was “No, no, I don’t have the time.”  But I refrained 
from hitting the reply key instantly and thought about it overnight (“slept on it”, I suppose).  And 
I decided that I could and should do this.  I haven’t held office in our state professional 
association since the days when it was MHSLA – about 20 years actually.  But I have served on 
nominating committees for several organizations and I know how hard it is to recruit people to 
take their turn at professional activities.  Of course, I thought I had a year as Chair-Elect to get 
more familiar with the details of HSLM today.  But Cindy Gruwell has moved on to a new job 
which suits her work-life balance and reduces her commute, and suddenly here I am writing 
“Notes from the Chair”.  Life is like that sometimes! 
 
And generally, you get the most out of any life experience when you consciously say “Yes” to 
things as they come along.  Our natural inclination is to stick with the familiar and be caught up 
by the “no-time” juggernaut.  I have a quote from Dag Hammarskjold’s journal Markings in 
calligraphy at home:  For all that has been – Thanks.  For all that shall be – Yes.  I don’t claim 
to follow this path perfectly, but it is something I aspire to.  I’m not a natural risk-taker, but I do 



 2 

try to push myself to try new things, to venture just a little outside of the usual pattern, and to say 
to myself, “Oh, for gosh sakes, why not?” 
 
So, be brave along with me and say “yes” to opportunities as they arise.  We value a local 
professional organization which allows us to learn some new things and to share our experiences.  
To gain those advantages, we all need to show up and to do our share from time to time.  I look 
forward to making my contribution this year as your chair.  (Of course, there is another 
Hammarskjold quote to consider as well:  Time goes by, reputation increases, ability declines.  I 
like to think I’m not there yet!) 
 
Congratulations are in order to the Mayo Clinic Libraries on their Centennial!  I hope to see 
many of you at their Centennial Symposium.   The other October event of note is the joint 
meeting of the Midwest and Midcontinental Chapters of the Medical Library Association in 
Omaha.  It also promises to be an interesting conference and I hope that Minnesota will be well 
represented.  Say “yes” to opportunities to learn and grow! 
 
 
*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
HSLM NEWS 
 
 
PROGRAM NOTES 
By Melissa Rethlefsen 

 
105 librarians from Minnesota, Wisconsin, and South Dakota gathered together at the HSLM-
sponsored Minnesota Library 2.0 Summit on September 14, 2007.  Speaker Michael Stephens, 
author of the Tame the Web blog, gave two exciting presentations, Introduction to Library 2.0 
and Best Practices in Social Software for Libraries.  During break times, participants were 
encouraged to experience some of the social software tools that Michael discussed for 
themselves using several computer and gaming stations in the room.   
 
We've heard uniformly positive comments about this program from HSLM members and other 
librarians--it was a lot of fun and very informative! 
 
 
 
*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
 
GMR UPDATE: 2007 REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
By Liz Fine 
 
I attended the annual meeting of the Greater Midwest Region (GMR) of the National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine (NM/LM) Regional Advisory Council (RAC) on September 10th and 11th 
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in Chicago.  The RAC provides guidance for GMR staff in developing and evaluating programs 
and services that meet the needs of the region.  I am the state representative for Minnesota, and 
serve as a point of contract for the GMR staff to facilitate communication with HSLM. 
  
In addition to the appointed representatives from the ten states in the GMR, the committee is also 
comprised of representatives from key constituency groups in the region, such as public 
librarians involved in outreach, and health practitioners involved in public health education 
initiatives. 
 
The first half of the meeting was the GMR’s year in review, and a discussion of the RAC’s 
involvement in the GMR.  The second half of the meeting addressed emergency preparedness 
planning in the GMR, as well as cross-regional planning within the NN/LM.  A librarian from 
Loyola University talked about her library’s experience of creating a disaster plan, and the RAC 
had an open discussion about the types of support from the GMR member libraries would find 
helpful in both planning and recovering from disasters.  I’ll share with HSLM any forthcoming 
communication from the GMR on these topics.   
 
Additionally, I’ve agreed to chair a working group charged with advising the GMR on the 
effective use of its current communication tools and recommending new strategies and tools for 
communicating with network members.  The group’s work will likely begin in the next few 
months, and I’ll keep you posted as thing progress. 
 
As always, let me know if you have any questions or concerns related to the GMR.   
 
 
*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
MEMBER NEWS 
 
New Positions 
By Lisa McGuire 
 
Eileen Stanley is now the Senior Information Scientist at Ecolab, Inc. She began on September 
24, 2007. She will assume the leadership role of the Knowledge & Information Resources 
department at the end of 2007 when Barbara Peterson retires.  
 
Cindy Gruwell, formerly of the Bio-Medical Library at the University of Minnesota is now an 
associate professor in the Learning Resources & Technology Services department at St. Cloud 
State University.  
 
 
 
*     *     *     *     * 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Hazelden has been added to Minnesota Reflections, the state history digitization project. For 
more information on this project, please visit: 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/about.php#hhh 
 
 
*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
My Health Minnesota �  Go Local Update 
By Karla Block 
 
My Health Minnesota �  Go Local (http://medlineplus.gov/minnesota) debuted to the public in 
July 2007, with a launch party in Minneapolis on July 31st.   The event included a welcome by 
Linda Watson, Director of the University of Minnesota Health Sciences Libraries; remarks by 
Dr. Donald Lindberg of the National Library of Medicine, State Librarian Suzanne Miller, and 
Dr. Frank Cerra, Senior Vice President of the University of Minnesota Academic Health Center; 
and a demonstration by project manager Karla Block.  Following the public launch, My Health 
Minnesota �  Go Local was one of the featured “cool tools@your library” at the Minnesota State 
Fair in August and September 2007.   
 
In its first month of public use, My Health Minnesota �  Go Local averaged almost 130 visits 
and close to 810 hits per day, with a total of 2,740 visitors making 4,026 visits and viewing 
25,036 pages.  My Health Minnesota �  Go Local attracted visitors from 52 countries (including 
Norway, Bosnia, New Zealand, India, and Iran), with Italy ranking 2nd behind the United States.  
Visitors hailed from 377 cities across the world, with the top-ranking cities of Minneapolis, 
Chantilly, VA, St. Paul, Chicago, and Rochester, followed by Milano, Italy.   
 
My Health Minnesota �  Go Local covers the entire state, including all 87 counties.  Using the 
example of assisted living, coverage ranges from four listings each for Cook County and 
Traverse County to 99 listings each for Hennepin County and Dakota County.  My Health 
Minnesota �  Go Local covers the state from A to Z.  As an example, Aitkin County includes 
listings for 97 clinics, five endocrinologists, 37 home care services, 43 dialysis services, and 
many other listings located in and nearby the county.  The city of Zumbrota includes listings for 
nine alcohol abuse programs, ten group homes, sixteen hospitals, 26 pediatricians, and many 
more listings in Zumbrota and the surrounding area.   
 
We invite you to visit My Health Minnesota �  Go Local (http://medlineplus.gov/minnesota) for 
yourself.  As always, we welcome feedback and suggestions (golocal@umn.edu or 612-626-
6248).   
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*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The University of Minnesota Health Sciences Libraries will host the Medical Library 
Association (MLA) webcast “Scholarly Publishing and Open Access: Straight Talk.”  
 
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2007  
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Time: The webcast is from 1:00-3:00pm, and we will also be hosting optional wraparound 
sessions from 12:30-1:00pm and 3:00-4:00pm.  
 
Location: 555 Diehl Hall, 505 Essex Street SE, Minneapolis, MN (directions at 
http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/about/location).  
 
Please join us as we learn more and engage in dialogue about scholarly publishing and open 
access. More information about the agenda, session goals and objectives, and presenters is 
available at http://www.mlanet.org/education/distance_ed/scholarlypub/ . We’d appreciate it if 
you’d spread the word and invite others who might be interested in this program too!  
 
We are pleased to be able to offer up to 3.5 CE contact hours (2.0 hours for the webcast with an 
additional 1.5 hours for the optional wraparound sessions) for participation.  
 
This event is free but registration is required. Please register with Karla Block, Health Sciences 
Libraries (block006@umn.edu <mailto:block006@umn.edu> or 612-626-6248) by November 
16. Please indicate whether you will attend the optional wraparound sessions (12:30-1:00pm and 
3:00-4:00pm) so I can be sure to have the right CE hours on your certificate.  
 
The sponsorship of this webcast has been funded in whole or in part by the National Library of 
Medicine under contract NO1-LM-6-3503 with the University of Illinois at Chicago Library of 
the Health Sciences (Greater Midwest Region of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine).  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Karla Block at block006@umn.edu 
<mailto:block006@umn.edu> or 612-626-6248. Thanks, and hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *   
 
 
Health Informer  is the newsletter of the Health Science Libraries of Minnesota: An Association for Providers and Users of Health Care 
Information. The mission of HSLM is to promote the professional and organizational needs of health science libraries and other health 
information providers, and to promote health science library service throughout Minnesota. Health Informer is published four times per year and 
is available free of charge to members of HSLM. Contributions are welcomed and appreciated.  Health Informer is also available online at 
http://www.hslm.org. 
 
Editor:  Lisa McGuire 

    
 

Board of Directors: 
Chair:  Donna Barbour-Talley 
Chair-Elect: Vacant 
Chair Emeritus: Judy Heeter 
Secretary: Paul Dahl 
Treasurer: Doreen Roberts 
GMR Rep: Liz Fine 
Midwest Chapter State Liaison: Sharon Kambeitz-Lumphrey 
Resource Lib. Rep: Linda Watson 
Consortia Rep:  Connie Schulz 
Membership Chair: Doreen Roberts 
Program Chairs:  Melissa Rethlefsen and Anne Mackereth 
Blogmaster/Newsletter Editor: Lisa McGuire 
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Address correspondence to: 
Lisa McGuire 
Bio-Medical Library, University of Minnesota 
505 Essex Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN  55455 
(612) 626-3643 (phone) / (612) 626-2454 (fax) 
lmcguire@umn.edu 

 

 
 


