Brainerd Dispatch May 2, 2008

. B "

yard on Middle Cullen Lake in rural w{ﬂﬂ



ds

Brainerd Dispatch/Jennifer Stockinger
Crow m County master gardener Jennifer
Knutson said spring is the best time to
overseed the damaged areas of your lawn.

BY J!H‘HIF}E_I!"ST_OGK_IWOEII | STAFF WRITER

EQUOT LAKES — April

showers are suppose to

bring May flowers, but the
way this spring is going in the
Brainerd lakes area ...

The unpredictable, below-normal tempera-
tures have delayed yard work and work on
pmpanngyourgardmforthesumm

Crow Wing County master |
Jennifer Knutson of rural Pequot Lakes offered
several tips on what to do to prepare a healthy
lawn in the spring.

Knutson said you shouldn’t walk on your
grass if it is wet or soggy because this will com-
pacttheaoilandmakelteamerferweedstn
becomes firm, Knutson said you should lightly
rake the leaves and dead grass and put them
in a compost. Knutson said areas of lawn
affected by snow mold also should be gently
raked.

“Snow mold is rarely serious, but if it’s not
taken out it'll take the grass longer to green
up,” Knutson said. “Salt and sand from the
anowplowsa]soshouldbemkedoﬂsogrw&m

not smothered by the sand.”
Sp:mglsagmdtlmetouvermdﬂmdam
aged part of the lawn. Knutson said the area
ahouldberakedandﬂmsoﬂshmldbelooa—
ened before seeding. The seed should be slight-
ly pressed on the grass and watered.
“You don’t want to overwater it, but keep it

damp for a few weeks,” Knutson said. “You
Mﬂdsﬁrtseainggmssmtwotofourweeks”
the lawn in spring is not neces-

saxxbutKnutamsa:dthatﬁ‘youdoferhhm,
don’t use fertilizers made with
because it’s illegal in Minnesota and is bad for
the lakes.

“The best time to fertilize in the spring is

after the first ” Knutson said. “If people
fertilize in the fall they don’t need to do it
again in the spring”

On Knutson’s lawn, she uses a mild, organic
fertilizer called Milorganite and lake water.
She also uses a repellent for rabbits and deer
to protect her garden and certain grasses.

OnelmportantthmgtodomlataAprﬂur
early May is to use a crabgrass
killer or corn gluten meal that ts weed
seed germination, Knutson said. These applica-

tions need to be watered to activate, so the best

time to lay it is before a rainfall.

“The best way to get rid of dandelions is to
spot-treat them or individually dig them out.
Sometimes people use too many herbicides on

their lawn.”

De i m‘.aeraﬁngalawncanbedma
“as soon as the ins to green up.
Knutson said is necessary when

thabmwnﬁhrmmmtlocatedhetwemthaeml
surface and where the grass shoots begin to
turn green reaches a thickness of greater than

- three-fourths of an inch. Knutson said the best

way to dethatch a lawn is to rent a dethatcher,
which is similar to a power rake.

See PLANTING, Page 2H







