University of Minnesota Extension

Master Gardeners
NEWS RELEASE - by Master Gardener Tom Groppoli

Visit the Master Gardeners “Fairest” Garden at the Washington County Fair,
July 29 — August 2

(July 17, 2009) Each year more than 5,000 vistiothe Washington County Fair stroll
through the Fair Garden created by University ohihisota Extension Master Gardeners.
As soon as spring arrives, Master Gardeners bdégming, planting, transplanting,
weeding and watering the popular gardens locatdat@east side of the fairgrounds.

Several gardens make up the “Fairest” garden, dinafpya cottage garden, native garden,
roses, grasses, fruits, perennials, annuals ad.hEhis year Master Gardeners planted a
large area of vegetables to coincide with the plglienewed interest in growing their
own vegetables. A real iron bed filled with flowsgiannuals is nestled inside the
vegetable patch. Lovely planters surround the entind the picnic area, a popular spot
for hungry, weary fair goers. Corn dogs and cheesés are welcome!

Four rain gardens located nearby illustrate semoabns to consider to improve water
guality when landscaping. One garden is all shrabsther is garden perennials, and two
areas contain native perennials. These garderss@eperative effort of the Master
Gardener Program, Washington Conservation DigMED), Valley Branch Watershed
District, and Washington County Fair. Recently W{DBtalled two small prairie plots
between the pairs of rain gardens.

Demonstrations & Displays at the Fairest Garden

Visitors are encouraged to stop by anytime and “A8kaster Gardener” or attend kids’
activities, demonstrations and special displaytherfollowing days.

Thursday, July 30

Noon to 5 p.m. - Kids’ Day Activities with a Mast&ardener
Friday, July 31

1 p.m. - Bonsai Demonstration

Saturday, August 1

Noon to 5 p.m. - Kids’ Activities and Tree Care
1 to 5 p.m. - Buckthorn Specialists

1 p.m. - Bonsai Demonstration




Sunday, August 2
Noon — 5 p.m. - Kids’ Activities and Tree Care
1 to 5 p.m. - Buckthorn Specialists

1 p.m. - Dividing Perennials Demonstration
3 p.m. - Pruning Demonstration

The Minnesota Master Gardeners program is patefiniversity of Minnesota
Extension. Master Gardeners attend a 48-hour aarese taught by U of M horticulture
professors and volunteer at least 50 hours in fhistryear and 25 hours annually
thereafter. Many Master Gardeners have advanceuigan tree care, home insect
control, plant healthcare, and shoreland restaralibe Master Gardener program in
Washington County is self-sufficient and is no lenfunded by Washington County
following a vote by the Washington County Boardd@immissioners. The public can
support the program by buying plants at the sppiagt sale, the Master Gardeners’
largest fundraiser. Other ways to support the garepo attend Master Gardener taught
classes, have a Master Gardener speak to your ,caadpnake a donation at the fair (look
for the donation box at the garden).

Master Gardeners teach the public about enviroreigrsiound landscaping techniques,
proper use of fertilizers and pesticides, methodsédmoving invasive plants such as
buckthorn, and water quality improvement. Masterdgaers in Washington County also
assist the public through the Ask a Master Gardeimer (651-704-2071), U of M
Landscape Arboretum Yard & Garden desk (952-443)14&sk a Master Gardener
booths at local events, adult education classekth@nPlant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic.
Other projects include the FamilyMeans Garden THahitat for Humanity and Greening
the Great River.

Fairest Veggie Garden:

“A real iron bed filled with flowering
annuals is nestled inside the vegetable
patch.”



Tricia Jorgensen: “Master Gardener intern Tricia Jorgensen readies the garden for the fair.
As an intern Tricia completed a 48-hour core coursand will volunteer at least 50 hours this
year.”



