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-;.. y PRESENTATION OF THE MEDICAL EXCORD IN COURT f

The presentation of a medicel record as lezal evidence Is a courtesy
that every hospltal will extend to any conrt or properly constituted cnm-
nission, Tor the protection of the hospltal and its personnel, the vhysician
and the patient, the medical records litrarien as a renresentative of the
hosmital is not ohlised ton present the medlcal record in court, or before ony
nommission except upon a proper court order or subpoena,

The subpoena is usually addressea 4o "The Custodian of Records" and
directs that person to appear in a given court, before a2 named judge, on a
date and at an hour desiznatsd in the subpoena, and to bring on that acte
the recoras desisnated for the patlent named in the submoena., After accept-
ance of the subpoena all records specifically enumerated in 1t must be pre-
duced in court et the time and place designated, or the party subpoenaed ic
liable foi contewpt of conrt,

In accident cases the injured party and eye witnesses are mere apt to
tell the {ruih about the circumsiances at the tine of entrance of the potlent

to the hospitsl as they are at tht tlme unnregudicpd by thoughts of llg“*litj.
The chief value of & msz

medical secord is thet 1t iz ar untizsed statement inas-
nuach as thz2 aontors interns, nurees, and others concerned in making the record
at the tine o5 the p¢t ent's hOS}ithlization have no interest in any subseguent
1itizution,

Becuuse each hospltal case is a potentlal court case careful recordings
of the medical firdinge are of primary importance. MNotation of the complete
Tindings upon examination and the exact status of the cose on admission should
be set forth, together with a rewort of the putient's progress vhile in the
hospitzl., Therefore an analysis of the individual record by the medical records
litrarian is of utwmost iuportsnce. Entries that have been ercsed and not
inltialec or signed according tc the rules of the hosnital should be rejected.
The position of the medical records li%rarian ig one cof especial trust, there-
fore it ie her duty to ascertoin that the record is properly completed s+ that
the hospital may Ye in a position to clear its responsibility in court proceed-
inzgs.

Before trlting the medical record from the hospital tc court each pagze
should be numbered in ink, the tctal number of pages recorded on the folder,
and a record of this total left at the hozwital. An iltemlzed 1ist of the
sheets comprisin; the medicel record should be made in duplicate, the original
¥ept vith the record and the duplicate left at the hospital,

’

ATLEASE OF INFOR4ATION

A hospltel will receive many le:‘timate inquiries from welfare organlza-
tions, veteruns' burssus and other orgonizations. Such inquiries are legiti-
mate ané are solely for the tenefit of the rtatlent, therefore it would seem
that the releuse of information witheut the written authorization of the
patient wonld nnt meet with criticlem, but the medical records librarian for
her own protection should always require proper authorization from the patient
for releazse of information,






