
Tho p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a medicel  r e c o r d  a s  1e:el e;ridence i s  a c o u r t e s y  
t h a t  e v o r y  h o s p i t a l  w i l l  extend t o  any coi i r t  o r  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t s d  coz-
n i s s i o n .  Por t ! ~p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  h o s p i t a l  2nd i t s  ; a r sonne l ,  t h e  g h y s i c i n n  
and t h e  ? : ~ t i - ~ . t ,  t h e  medical  r e c o r d s  l i b r e r i e n  n s  a r e 3 r e s e c t a t i v e  of t h e  
h o s o i t a l  i s  no t  obli::ed t o  p r y s e n t  t h e  medical  r e c o r d  i n  c o n r t ,  o r  be f" re  cny 
ro!miss ion exce]:t 'lpon a proper  c o u r t  o r d e r  o r  subpoena. 

The sllbpoena i s  . ~ s u a l l y  a d d r e s s e u  t o  "The CustoLian of Becords" an6 
d i r e c t s  t h a t  p e r s o n  t o  appeer  i n  a ;i-:en c o w t ,  b s f o r e  2 named jud,;e. on a 
d a t e  and a t  a n  hour d e s i g i a t e d  i n  t h e  su~bpoena,  and t o  b r i n g  on :?.at u ~ t a  
t h e  recorcis d e s i ; n a t ~ d  f o r  the  pa t i en t ,  naaed i n  the subpoena. A f t e r  a c c e p t -  
ance  of t h e  subgoena a l l  r e c o r d s  specifically er . ,mera t~d  i n  i t  m u s t  I e  pro-  
d u c e i  i:: c c ! x t  bt t k e  time and p l a c e  d e s i g n a t e & ,  o r  t h e  p a r t y  suk'poenaed ! =  
l i a b l e  f o r  conteorjt  o f  cn l i r t .  

I n  a c c i d e n t  c a s r s  the  i n j u r e d  p a r t y  and eye wi tnesscn  e.re more a p t  t o  
t e l l  tF.0 t r u ' t  abou t  t h e  circ 'mstar.ces at t h e  t i n e  o f  entr; .rce o!' tk.9 ;,:.tien$ 
t o  tkAe h o s p i t s l  a s  t k ~ ya r e  o t  t h a t  time unpre jud iced  by thoughts  of l i : :>+l i ty .  
The c!lie' v a l u e  of L; m e i i c e l  i~ t h a t  i t  i s  iir? u n k i i s ~ d  s t a t e m e n t  i ? a s -I ~ ~ ~ ~ i  
auc?. as ?.k? L n c t u r s ,  ? n t c m s ,  r;:rsps, and o t t e r s  concerned i n  mzkin j  t h e  '-cord 
a t  t h e  t i : ~ e  3;' t h e  p t i t i a n t ' s  hosj . i t i : l iza t ion have no i n t a r r s t  i n  an:? subsequent  
l i t i d ~ t i o r .  

Becc;use each h o s p i t a l  c a s e  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  c o u r t  c a s e  c ~ r e l ' u l  r e c o r n i h j s  
of t h e  medical  i i n d i n ; ~  a r e  of pr imary i q o r t a n c e .  b?ctation of tho  c o r n ~ l e t e  

. .iina:r,&s G;,G~. e r m i n : i t i o n  sn?. thn axnct  ? t a t u s  of the c c s e  on a? .? jss ion should 
he s e t  f o ? t t ,  t o j e t t e r  wi th  a r e p o r t  of the  ~ ~ s t i e n t ' s  i n  t t e  p r o g r e s s  i . h i l e  
h o s p i t a l .  Therecore  a n  a .na lys i s  of t>.e i n d i v i d u a l  r ~ c o r d  ky t h e  medical  recarCs 
1 . .  . i s  of utrxost i;..port::.nce, E n t r i e s  tk.st h-ve e r o s e d  and. n o t  L : i ~ h r i n ?  b a ~ ~ .  

i n i t i a l e c  o r  s i g n e 8  accordin,: t o  t h e  r u l e s  of th.e h o s ~ i t a l  should  be r e j e c t e d .  
The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  ~ e d i c c l  r e c o r d s  l i b r a r i a n  I$one c f  e s p e c i a l  t r u s t ,  t h e r e -
f o r e  i t  i s  h e r  d a t y  t,o a s c e r t - i n  t h a t  t h e  reco~c! i s  p r o p e r l y  con3 le ted  s: t h a t  
t h e  hqa;i?al =a;. 5 e  i n  e p o s i t i o n  t o  c l e a r  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  c o u r t  ploceed- 
i n s s . 

Before  t r i i n 6  t h e  medical  r e c o r d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  t c  c o u r t  each I ~ G ~ P  

s t o u l d  be  numbered i n  i n k ,  t h e  t o t a l  mrnber of pages  r e c o r d e d  on t h e  f o l d e r ,  
and a r e c o r d  of t h i s  t o t a l  l e f t  a t  thn hna:.,ital. An i t m i z e d  l . i s t  of t h e  
s h e e t s  c o i p r i s i n :  t h e  nedic2.l r e c o r d  should be made i n  d u p l i c a t e ,  the  o r i g i n a l  
2 e p t  wi th  t h e  r=corL  and t h e  duul ica . te  l e f t  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  

A h o s p i t r ? l  will r e c e i v e  many le;itim.s.t=- i n q u i r i e s  from relfa:.? orgnniza-
t i o n s ,  v e t e r ; \ n s t  bnreaus  a.n& o t h e r  o r ~ a n i z a t i o n s .  Such i n q u i r i e s  e r e  l e . ; i t i -  
r?ntP an:: a r e  t h e  b e n ~ f i t  of t h e r e f o r e  1!0111is o l p l l j  f o r  t h e  ~ ~ t i e n t ,  it Seolll 
t h a t  tk-e r e l e a s e  of in fo rmat ion  \ ; i t h o ~ l t  t h e  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o l ~  05 t h e  
p a t i e n t  wolrld n o t  meet v i t h  c r i t i c i sm. ,  b u t  t h e  mdico.1  r e c o r d s  l i b r a r i a n  f o r  
h e r  own p r o t e c t i o n  s h n r ~ l d  alrrays r e q n i r e  p roper  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  from t h e  p ~ t i e n t  
f o r  r e l e a s e  o f  in iormnt ion.  




