1) Create the file in /VG for CLA Redesign/bios/

2) Place the image(s) in /VG for CLA Redesign/bios/images/

3) Make sure you have the formatting palette open. You will need the “styles” information.

4) The author’s name and date of birth (and death, if applicable) should be in Heading 1

5) Underneath that, in brackets, you’ll want the name of the image, for instance abinader_elmax.jpg. Naming convention on bio files and images is Lastname_Firstname

6) Underneath that, in brackets, you’ll want [(permissions info)]. Internal links should be in brackets.

7) Beneath that, the applicable anchors that appear at the top of the page. (The most common error here is that “non-English materials” appears where it is not necessary/there are none. Also, it should not be contributor(s). If there’s one contributor, make it Contributor. If there are multiple, then Contributors.) Anchors should have #anchor inside the bracket. ALSO, please place other VG content related to this author up here—not down with the related links. Any interviews, reviews, audio, etc. should also appear here. These are internal links, so they don’t want URLs.

8) Make sure you look in the trackbacks for VG reviews or other things you want to include up here. Some of the information also could go in the “related links” area.

9) Any quote can go underneath this. Use both the “increase indent” function and put [(start blockquote)] in brackets and [(end blockquote)] in brackets when you’re finished.

10) Make sure that you don’t do [(this)] when you really do want brackets.

So far, this is what we have:

Elmaz Abinader

b. 1954

[(abinader_elmaz.jpg)]
[(permissions info)]
· [(Biography and Criticism #anchor)]
· [(Selected Bibliography #anchor)]

· [(Related Links #anchor)]

· [(Contributors #anchor)]

· [(VG Review of Story by Abinader)]

[(start blockquote)] “This would be a quote from Abinader’s text, if we had one.” –Book. [(end blockquote)]
11) Biography – Criticism should be in Heading Style 2

12) After this comes the biography/criticism itself; make sure you have all italics indicated in Microsoft Word. If there is an additional image (such as book cover) in the text, it should appear as [(abinader_elmaz_2.jpg)] with [(permissions info)] beneath.

13) Selected Bibliography should be in Heading Style 2

14) Works by the Author should be in Heading Style 3

15) The works themselves should be a bulleted list

16) Works about the Author should be in Heading Style 3

17)  This should be a bulleted list

So, steps 10-16 show up as:

Biography - Criticism

Born in 1954 in a small town in Pennsylvania, Elmaz Abinader has always felt as if she lives in two worlds: one in her home and the other outside the doors. Her home life was very much rooted in Lebanese tradition. She, her parents, and five siblings ate Arabic food, spoke in Arabic, and were brought up with Lebanese sensibilities. Her childhood activities contrasted with those of the other children in her community. Instead of playing with Barbies or gossiping about boys, Abinader and her siblings helped out at home or in one of the family's stores, attended a Catholic church twice daily, and worked hard at school. Her parents believed in, "Devotion to God, obedience to our parents, and good grades in school. A sliver of an error in any of these areas was punished with swiftness and severity" (Abinader, Just Off Main Street).

[(abinader_elmaz_2.jpg)]
[(permissions info)]

Although her home life was relatively happy, at school Abinader and her siblings were often teased and bullied because of their ethnicity. At college, Abinader decided to embrace her heritage and began to write about her family's history. However, her writings remained private until she discovered the book The Woman Warrior, in which Maxine Hong Kingston expresses the feelings of loneliness and struggle to find a cultural identity with which Abinader was familiar. Abinader's first published book, Children of the Roojme: A Family's Journey from Lebanon, is about cultural belonging and family strength.

In addition to Children of the Roojme, Abinader has published a collection of poems, In The Country of My Dreams, which won the Josephine Miles PEN Oakland award in 2000. She has also written and performed three plays: "When Silence is Frightening," "Under The Ramadan Moon," and "Country of Origin," which won two "Drammies," Portland's Critic's Circle Awards for Theater. "Country of Origin" is a one-woman show portraying the lives of three Arab-American females and their struggles with cultural pressures.

Elmaz Abinader is also deeply involved with political activism and frequently writes articles about issues affecting Arabs and Arab-Americans. She is opposed to the U.S. war with Iraq and spoke out against U.S. atrocities in the Middle East in a 2002 interview with the San Francisco Bay Guardian. She also published an article on the Living Issue, post 9/11 website in which she writes about her experiences as an Arab-American after 9/11 and her fears for the future. Other work includes "For Arab Americans, Pain in Familiar Faces," an essay published on the Refuse and Resist website about the suffering in Palestine, and "In The Country of My Dreams... For Marcel Khalife & Khalil Gibran," in which she offers her support for songwriter Marcel Khalife.

Elmaz Abinader teaches creative writing at Mills College. She is also a resident and hosts summer writing workshops on memoir and creative non-fiction at the University of San Francisco's Voices of Our Nations Arts Foundation, which sponsors workshops for published and developing writers. She also participates in the [(Hurston)]-Wright Writers' Week West. One of her priorities when not doing her own work is helping young writers of color learn to express themselves.

Abinader's outlook on life is visible in an interview with the San Francisco Bay Guardian's Sylvia W. Chan. Throughout the interview, Abinader stresses that faith and action are crucial to everything she does. "You have to believe that if you say something, someone's going to listen," she says. "And faith is the only thing that's going to keep you going. Then, you have to do your work."

Selected Bibliography

Works by the Author

· Children of the Roojme: A Family's Journey from Lebanon (1991)

· In the Country of My Dreams: Poetry by Elmaz Abinader (1999)

· Country of Origin. Play. (1997)

· Under the Ramadan Moon. Play. (2000)

· "Just Off Main Street." Essay. Writers on America. Ed. George Clack. U.S. Department of State.

Works about the Author

· Chan, Sylvia W. "Goldies 2002- Literature: Elmaz Abinader." The San Francisco Bay Guardian 8 November 2002.

· Handal, Nathalie, ed. Poetry of Arab Women. Northampton, MA: Interlink Publishing Group, 2000.

18)  IF there are “Works in Languages other than English,” that should be in Heading 2.

19) Each individual language should be bolded. Italicize book titles, and make the whole thing a bulleted list.

20) “Related Links” should be in Heading 2

21) Each link should be in brackets, first with the name you want hyperlinked, then the URL (hyperlinked in Word by going to Insert – Hyperlink. After the link, close the brackets. Beneath that (no space) will be the description of the link.

22) A full space should follow each.

23) If these are bulleted, remove the bullets. Also, the description need not be a full sentence, but it should start with a capital letter and end with punctuation.

24) At the bottom of the related links, add: 

[(Email VG #mailto)]

Want to report a dead link? Suggest a new one? Let us know.
25) Beneath the links, you’ll have the contributor information. To help distinguish between related links and contributors, we are going to add a header that either reads Contributor or Contributors. This should be in Heading 2.

26)  Underneath this, the text should read something like: “This page was researched and submitted by [(contributor name)] on X/X/0X and updated by [(editor name)] on X/X/0X. Make sure you have the contributor/contributor’s names in brackets. These are internal links; CLA will have to decide where they go.

The rest (steps 17-25) looks like this:

Works in Languages other than English

· Chinese

· Huan Le. (Jubilee.) Trans. Hongquan Huang. Shanghai: Shanghai Yi Wen Chu Ban She, 1984.

· Kuang Huan Jie. (Jubilee.) Trans. Yuan zhu Magelite Huage and fan yi Lin Yancheng. Taibei: King Win Book Co., 1977.

· French

· Jubilee. Trans. Jean-Michel Jasienko. Editions du Seuil, 1966.

· German

· Flieht wie ein Vogel auf eure Berge: Roman. (Jubilee.) Zurich: Diana, 1968.

· Spanish

· Jubilee. Trans. Mercedes A. Carrero. Barcelona: Plaza & Janes, 1976. First published as Jubileo, Trans. Mercedes A. Carrero, Plaza & Janes, 1968.

Related Links

[(Elmaz Abinader’s Official Site http://www.elmazabinader.com/)]

This is the official website for Elmaz Abinader. Includes biographical information as well as information about her works and appearances. It also includes a link to her e-mail. I found that she was very good about replying.

[(Just Off Main Street http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/writers/abinader.htm)]
This essay is part of the U.S. State Department's publication, Writers on America; it is about her experiences growing up and why she became a writer.

[(Arab Women Poets http://www.levantinecenter.org/pages/arabwomenpoets.html)]
This site has a brief biography and excerpts of her poetry.

[(Pain in Familiar Faces http://www.refuseandresist.org/normalcy/042402elmazabin.html)]

An article discussing American response to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

[(Children of Al-Mahjar: Arab-American Literature Spans a Century http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/0200/ijse/abinader.htm)]
An essay by Elmaz Abinader on the history of Arab-American literature.

[(In the Country of My Dreams http://www.marcelkhalife.com/httpdocs/htmls/abinader.html)]
A poem by Abinader supporting Marcel Khalife, songwriter, who was accused of blasphemy by the Beirut government. Charges were later dropped.

[(The Voices Writing Workshop http://www.vona-voices.org/)]
The homepage for the Summer Writing Workshop of Voices of Our Nations Foundation at University of San Francisco. Includes information on Abinader's workshop and how to sign up.

[(Email VG #mailto)]

Want to report a dead link? Suggest a new one? Let us know.
Contributors

This page was researched and submitted by [(Kate Piscator)] on 2/27/03 and edited and updated by [(Lauren Curtright)] on 8/3/04.

